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amp ampule a before 

aq water ac before meals 

c with ad lib freely, as desired 

cap capsule am morning 

comp compound h,hr hour 

elix elixir hs at bedtime 

ext extract p after 

gtts drops pc after meals 

IM intramuscular pm afternoon 

IV intravenous PRN when necessary, as needed 

liq liquid stat immediately 

O2 oxygen ud as directed 

OD orally disintegrating tablet q each, every 

PRN as needed qh every hour 

SL sublingual q2h every two hours 

SW, SC, sub q subcutaneous q3h every three hours 

SR 16mg sustained release q4h every 4 hours 

supp suppository qam every morning 

syr syrup qd 
daily (Note: qd is on the “Do Not Use 

Abbreviations” list; write out daily instead) 

tab tablet bid two times daily 

tinct tincture tid three times daily 

ung ointment qid four times daily 

qod 

every other day (Note: qod is on the “Do 

Not Use Abbreviations” list; write every 

other day instead. 

ad lib as desired LB Left Buttock 

AD right ear RB Right Buttock 

AL left ear LA Left Arm 

AU both ears RA Right Arm 

NG nasogastric LT Left Thigh 

NPO nothing by mouth RT Right Thigh 

OD right eye LS Left Abdomen 

OS left eye RS  Right Abdomen 

OU both eyes 

PO by mouth 

PRN as needed 

top topical 

QS as much as required 

R rectal 

s without 

Sig directions for use 

SL sublingual 
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